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SUBJECT: GISCARD'S UP-COMING VISIT TO ZAIRE 

1. EMBOFF ASKED QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR FOR AFRICA 
REMOVE I. F, JULY 28 HOW THE FRENCH PERCEIVE GISCARD'S 
AUGUST 7 - 9 VISIT TO ZAIRE. NOTING THAT THE VISIT HAD 
BEEN DECIDED ON LONG AGO, REMOVILLE PLACED IT IN THE 
CONTEXT OF THE FRENCH DESIRE TO HAVE GOOD RELATIONS WITH 
THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES, ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT FRENCH- 
SPEAKING STATES LIKE ZAIRE. THE VISIT WILL PERMIT THE 

TWO SIDES TO GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER BETTER, HE SAID, 

THUS OPENING THE WAY TO MORE WIDESPREAD COOPERATION. 
THE FRENCH REALIZE, HE CONTINUED, THAT ZAIRE'S SIZE AND 
ITS MANY PROBLEMS MEAN THE FRENCH CANNOT ACT ALONE. 

2. REMOVILLE INDICATED THAT NO MAJOR NEW AGREEMENT 
WILL BE SIGNED. WHILE THERE IS NO QUESTION NOW OF A 
LOAN TO ZAIRE, HE THOUGHT THE FRENCH WOULD PROBABLY 
ACCEDE TO AN EXPECTED REQUEST FOR IMPROVED REPAYMENT 
FACILITIES ON DEBTS ALREADY CONTRACTED. HE SAID THAT A 
FRENCH LOAN PROBABLY WOULD BE DISCUSSED IN KINSHASA AND 
IMPUTED THAT THERE MIGHT BE A FAVORABLE RESPONSE AT 
SOME FUTURE DATE. FINALLY, HE REMARKED THAT MOBUTU IS 
"DIFFICULT" TO DEAL WITH. 
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3. COMMENT: REMOVILLE'S STATEMENT THAT THE FRENCH 
REALIZE THEY CANNOT ACT ALONE IN ZAIRE IS BOTH ACCURATE 
AND REVELATORY OF THE HIGH HOPES THE QUAI ENTERTAINS 
FOR ENLARGING FRAN CO-ZAIRIAN RELATIONS. WITH ITS 
MINERAL WEALTH, LARGE MARKET POSSIBILITIES, PREPONDERANT 
POSITION IN THE REGION AND COMMON BORDER WITH RICH, 

TROUBLED ANGOLA, ZAIRE OCCUPIES THE HIGH PRIORITY IN 
QUAI PLANNING FOR CENTRAL AFRICA THAT ALGERIA AND 
NIGERIA ENJOY FOR NORTH AND WEST AFRICA. 

GAMMON 
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